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MARTIAN "SAUCERS" could just
hop across?

T is possible that Australia will now geo
through the same “‘flying saucer” phase

that America went through a few years ago.

Thousands of strange,

celestial ob)ects were re-
ported.

Commitlees, projeclts and
individuals went nto the
business very thoroughly

Donald Kevhoe Chief of

Information of the Americai:
Aeronautics Branch, after 12

months of investigation, de-
clared. "I belheve space ships
are the only answer The

earth has been under perindic

obseration from another
planet for at least two cen-
turies

The oificial Air Force
Project "Saucer,” after two
vears work, reporting on
“some form of penetration
from another pianet, went

on ln say that “astronomers
are largely in agreement that
only one member of Lhe solar
system besides earth is cap-
able of supporting life, and
that s Mars.”

Nearest to us

On the assumption that
anvthing is possible nowadays
g common belief let us ex-
amine this business of flying
objects for & momeit.

Mars, of course. is one of
our nearest neighbours and
undoubtedly the planet about
which we know most. Some-
times in its journey round
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titmes 1n  Its journey round
the sun, it comes relatively
close 1o the earth (when
“saucers’ could hop Aacross)
and sometimes it s A very
long way off.

This 1s shown in the ac-
companving diagram, where
the elliptical orbit of the
earth s seen. and further out,
the orbit of Mars

Suppose 10 make the argu-
ment simple: that to-day the
earthh and Mars are at A 1
the diagram, that 1s, fairly
close togelher—actually about
40 milhon miles apart

In 12 months time the
earth will have completed ane
circuit of the sun and be back
a. A apgain. But not so Mars,
11 takes 1wo Yyears 1o go
round so that at the end of
12 months 1t will be at B, as
far as possible from A, actu-
alilv about 230 million miles
away. In another 12 months
they will both be round at
A and close together again

More advanced

So that the super-intelli-
gent Martians, with  their
space ships., would choose

this specia] time (once every
Iwo vears) to hop across, in-
stead of bothering us at all
hours of the day and night
right through the vear.

The inhabitants of Mars (it
anv: could easilv be far more
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anv) could easilv be far more
advanced than we are. People
there could be 50,000 vears
ahead of us.

Space  s<hips  would be
nothing to them: they could
jump the gap of 40m miles
in & mere four minutes, fly-
Ing with the speed of light.

Where will we be in an-
other 50000 vears? I hate to
think!

Guess work

Unfortunately, all this is
guess work. We do not know
whether living creatures exist
at all on Mars.

All our information comes
from telescopic observation
when Earth and Mars are
closest, from infra-red and
ultra-violet measurements,
from general astronomical
knowledge.

The results show that the
conditions on Mars are
utterly different from those
on the earth.

For instance, it never rains.
There are no lakes or oceans

or rivers. All water is frozen,

The temperature at ntfh:
gors down to 170deg below
Ze10.

The famous ‘“canals” are
now known io be nsatural
henomena and not due to
wwing beings, as ONCe WwWas
thought

The atmosphere is extra-
ordinarily thin. What there

was of air has largelv escaped
bercatise Mars is only one-
tenth the weight of Earth and
gravity is low. It cannot hold
A heavy atmosphere like the
earth’s.

The oxvgen on Mars is less
than 1 pc of that on Earth
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than 1 pc of that on Earth.
Martians couldnt walk or
breathe on the surface of the
earth. nor could we breathe
on Mars.

If there inhabitants
there. thev must have
adapted themselves to these
extraordinarily harsh con-
ditions living underground
with super air-conditioning:
perhaps they are different
creatures altogether, weird

and repellant, as  writers
sometimes like to think.

But there is one thing about
which there seems little doubt.
Telescope: reveal green areas
on Mars which show season-
able variations in colour und
in size.

Hardy plants

They have been examined
mnst carefully, and there is
gnod reason to believe that
there are hardy little plants,
lichens, that can exist in the
=nld, and that manage to live
from year to year on the sma'l
amounts of oxygen, water
vapour, and carbon dioxide
that are known to be t
in the atmosphere of Mars

This is very important: for
it shows that life (living
plants) can start up on other
worids.

And if plants, why ool
higher forms of life, like ani-
mals, and even super-
creatyres that gaze across the
Heavens and wonder what
goes on on other worlds?

are
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WRITER on popular seience, R, 5. W, PEAYYOD TR, today disrussrs Wars on the assmpption thel onsihiing

and swvs there in o apecial fime. onee every o vears, when

is mosmibde Powadass,

HAVE MARTIANS spece ships like this English-
designed “Flving Saucer” which experts describe as the
aircraft of the future? It is designed to autorotate and
come down verticallv like a falling leaf should engine
trouble develop. and dispenses with runswavs.
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